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The Referendum in Switzerland

made the opposition furious, and they decided to
avail themselves of every opportunity of retaliation.
The referendum was the natural means at hand, and
they made use of it several times, and always with,
success.

Two measures were submitted to the people on
the 3Oth of July 1882. The first was a law respect-
ing the measures to be taken for the prevention
of epidemics, and the other a federal decree on
patents.

The law on epidemics was rejected by the immense
majority of 254,340 votes to 68,027. Vaccination
was made compulsory, and the most stringent regu-
lations were laid down to ensure isolation in case
of illness. These were the principal reasons which
caused the law to be rejected. The feeling against
the law was so irresistible that the federal resolution
on patents was involved in the ruin. Had it been
presented by itself it would probably have been
accepted. It was laid before the people again on
the loth of July 1887, and received 203,506 affirma-
tive and 57,862 negative votes, and a majority in
2o| cantons to ij. Nor was the law on epidemics
given up. Compulsory vaccination was dropped, and
being thus modified, the law came into force on the
i st of January 1887, without a referendum being
even demanded.

Of all the popular votes which have taken place
since the introduction of the federal referendum, that
of the 26th of November 1882 is unquestionably the
most notable, both from the importance of the question
voted on and from the large number of electors who